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aster is a world-wide holiday for 
many Christians, celebrating the 
resurrection of  Jesus Christ from 
the dead. It does not fall on the 
same date every year as most 

holidays do. Instead, Christian churches in the 
West celebrate Easter on the first Sunday 
following the full moon after the vernal 
equinox on March 21. Therefore, Easter is 
o b s e r v e d anywhere between March 22 
and April 25 every year. 
 
Easter is an entire season of  the Christian 
church year, as opposed to a single-day 
observance. Lent, the 40-day period leading up 
to Easter Sunday, is a time of  reflection and 
penance, which represents the 40 days that 
Jesus spent alone in the wilderness before 
starting his ministry, a time in which 
Christians believe he survived various 
temptations by the devil. The day before Lent, 
known as Mardi Gras or Fat Tuesday, is a last 
day of  food and fun before the fasting begins. 
The week preceding Easter is called Holy 
Week. This includes Maundy Thursday, which 
commemorates Jesus’ last supper with his 
disciples; Good Friday, which honors the day 
of  his crucifixion and Holy Saturday, which 
focuses on the transition between the 
crucifixion and resurrection. The 50-day 
period following Easter Sunday is called 
Eastertide and includes a celebration of  Jesus’ 
ascension into heaven.

 In addition to Easter’s religious 
significance, it also has a commercial side, as 
evidenced by the mounds of  jelly beans and 
marshmallow chicks that appear in stores each 
spring. As with Christmas, over the centuries 
many traditions have come into place, 
including Easter eggs, bunnies, baskets and 
candy, have become a standard part of  this holy 
holiday.

EasterBhajan Corner
Jesus Bhajan 

Dearest Jesus, You are 
my friend 
Dearest Jesus, over and 
over again 
I look in my heart and 
what do I see?
Dearest Jesus, smiling 
at me 
Dearest Jesus, always 
with me 
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aster is a religious holiday celebrated by 
Christians. Once a year Christians celebrate 
the story of  Jesus Christ and his resurrection 
after execution. The day is also one that 
features Easter egg decorating and the Easter 

egg hunt. However, many people choose to celebrate 
Easter, it's a great time to spend together with friends and 
family, enjoying each other’s company and having a great 
meal. So I will share my experience of  how I have seen 
Easter being celebrated. Almost every Christian church 
will offer an Easter service on Easter Sunday. Exactly 
what the service will consist off  will vary depending on 
your church. However, attending any Easter church 
service can be a good way to focus on the Christian 
messages that accompany the holiday. That's one way to 
help on Easter and one-way Christians celebrate. Another 
thing I have seen individuals do is spending time with 
family and friends. Beyond spending time together it can 
be a lot of  fun to share great home-cooked meals with one 
another. They would be making favorite meals, or snacks 

to share with everyone. When it’s Easter I choose to 
spend time with my loved ones, enjoying the time 
together. Easter Sunday is no exception and it's a 
wonderful time to enjoy with your family. I would make 
some plans with my loved ones to make my family and 
Easter together a great Holiday!

Devotee Speaks

wami says Easter is not just the story of  Jesus’ 
resurrection from death but also the story of  
how He was unjustly arrested by the Jews, tried, 
condemned and crucified on the cross on 
account of  His stand for Truth and 

Righteousness. This celebration dates back in time before 
the church, proper existed and celebrated with formal 
rituals and rubrics. Followers of  Jesus used to visit the 
empty tomb, on the festival of  Passover, and tell each 
other the story of  Jesus in their lives. From a spiritual 
perspective, Easter is the story of  humanity’s ascent to 
Divinity. All around the world, on Easter, people pray: If  
you’re Buddhist, you chant Om… If  you’re Hindu, you 
chant OM. If  you’re Muslim, you chant ‘Allahu Akbar’ 
which means ‘God is great.’ They sing that from the top 
of  the mosque and it calls people to pray. Jewish people 
say ‘Shalom’ – it’s very much like OM. So everybody 
prays. That's how we should celebrate Easter. When you 
pray, it gives you strength and you grow in values. When 
you meditate, the spirit of  love comes into your heart and 
you begin to do good. Jesus says all over the world during 
the Easter season, multitudes will gather in churches to 
celebrate the resurrection of  Jesus Christ and hear about 
life after death. Many will suppress a yawn and attend 
their “yearly church service” to please their spouse. 
Others will attend out of  curiosity; and because it makes 
them “feel good” to think about the cycle of  life and new 
things growing out of  death. Pastors will wax eloquent 
before large crowds, families will don their finest clothes 

and the children will gather Easter eggs. Easter is a time 
of  joy and promise as the first blades of  grass begin to 
peek through the shroud of  winter. In the Bible it states 
that when we celebrate Resurrection Day 
(Easter), we acknowledge that we are sinners, saved by 
grace. The greatest truth of  the cross is that when 
we accept Christ as our savior, a wonderful exchange 
takes place. Jesus died so we could live. We can 
now live in victory in this earth. As we identify with His 
death, we also identify with His life. Jesus became 
poor so we could become rich in His blessings. That's how 
Easter is celebrated but in different parts of  the world and 
in various ways. 

Swami and Easter



esus and Bhagawan Sri 
Sathya Sai Baba

In John 1:29, as he sees 
Jesus approaching, John 

the Baptist announces to the crowd 
around him, "Look! The Lamb of  
God who takes away the sin of  the 
world!"

As our Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba 
walked through the aisles of  
Prashanti Nilayam, we had the same 
thoughts swirling through our 
minds! He has churned the Upani-
shads, the vedas and the Gita to give 
us the simplest truth of  ‘Love all and 
Serve all’ to absolve from sins.

It is amazing that Swami’s Mahasa-
madhi Day, now called as Swami’s 
Aradhana Mahotsava Day coincides 
with Easter.  Please read these lines 
of  Jesus and do they not remind us 

of  Swami!

Jesus said, "This is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this to remember 
me." After supper he took another 
cup of  wine and said, "This cup is the 
new covenant between God and his 
people—an agreement confirmed 
with my blood, which is 
poured out as a sacrifice for you. Luke 
22:14-20

For decades, Swami sacrificed His life 
to teach mankind the basic five values 
of  Truth, Righteousness, Peace, 
Love and Non-Violence to help us 
redeem our sins.  We have to evaluate 
ourselves and see where we are.  It is 
time to do the real treasure hunt, the 
Easter eggs of  ‘Love’ in our hearts to 
all.

MessagePresident’s

Game Corner
WORDSEARCH

Find the following words!

JESUS
CHURCH
CHRISTIAN
HOLY
LENT
DISCIPLES
CROSS
CRUCIFIXION
RELIGIOUS
EASTER
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Youth Bhajan
11:30-12:30pm
General Body 

Meeting 4-6pm

Youth Bhajan
11:30-12:30pm
Bhajan Practice

@ Parshad 
Residence 4pm

Aradhana 
Mahotsav 

6am-12:30pm

SSE Children 
Bhajan

7:30-9pm

Study Circle & 
Bhajan

7:30-9pm

Gayatri Chant
7-7:30pm

Bhajan 
7:30-9pm

SSE 
10am-12pm

Bhajan Practice 
12:15-1:30pm

SSE
10am-12pm

Sandwich Proj. 
Gr. 3 Girls

Ladies Wing 
Meeting
7:30-9pm

Sunday Monday Tuesday FridayThursdayWednesday Saturday
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Youth Bhajan
11:30-12:30pm
Bhajan Practice

@ Parshad 
Residence 4pm

Youth & Grp 4 
Bhajan

7:30-9pm

Universal 
Prayer

7:30-8:30pm

SSE
10am-12pm

Sandwich Proj. 
Gr. 4 Boys

SSE 
10am-12pm

Bhajan Practice 
12:15-1:30pm

SSE 
10am-12pm


